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Yay it is finally here….I think - well it is December!
Aren’t we having extremes - hail storm one minute, hot the next; wind and rain, then
suddenly bright and sunny! BUT the sun is soooooo very hot make sure you cover up and
drink lots of water.
Plants are like us too - they get very hot and need to drink water - try to water when it’s
NOT sunny so in the morning (first thing) or in the evening.
If you are growing veges or strawberries, they are growing so fast right now - they like the
warmth and the rain…..sadly so do the weeds! We have had such big delicious strawberries
already - so juicy and yummy!
Now I must apologise to those of you who won prizes in our winter competition - we had a
bit of an oopsie and they have just gone out. I am sorry that they are soooooo late - but enjoy
them!
From us here at Daltons, we wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy new year.
Have an awesome holiday – keep safe and PLEASE remember to slip slop slap and wrap
and drink lots of water!!

!

Colour me IN

GROW IT

RADISHES

Radishes are in the same plant family as broccoli,
cauliflower and cabbage. Some radish roots are round
while others grow in an oblong shape, they can have
a mild taste or be fiery hot depending on the type.
Radishes grow easily from seed and spring radishes are
typically ready to eat in just 27 days after sowing.
Radish plants require full sun to grow to maturity. Full
sun equals a minimum of 6 hours of direct sunshine
per day. Summer radishes thrive in the heat of the
summer while winter radishes need the cool spring or
fall temperatures
to grow well.
Follow the
directions on
the seed packet
to learn when is

As the seedlings sprout
their first set of true
leaves, thin them to 2”
apart and water well.
Use scissors to cut out
the seedlings you need
to remove so you do not
disturb the soil of the
remaining plants. Check
the radishes regularly and harvest when the roots are less than 1”
in diameter. A delayed harvesting will cause the radishes to become
tough, bitter and cause the radish to split. Radishes are great in a
salad or eaten straight from the ground! Some stir fry the greens,
flowers and stems or use them in salads, too.
All of this means they are an easy to grow healthy choice for your
garden and table. Happy Gardening!

During the height of summer (mid-late
January to early February), watering
becomes the critical factor so water plants
adequately and remember to mulch with
plenty of Daltons Mulch & Grow to help
retain soil moisture.

Make and do
KIDS Hand print
CHRISTMAS WREATH
YOU WILL NEED
• Pen
• Cereal box card
• Green card (The amount
depends on how big
your child’s hand is)
• Red card (or red pom
poms)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Hello all my summer sweethearts

the right time to sow the
seed.

I bet you are as happy as we are to see some warmer weather,
although I must say in the last week we have had rain and wind,
then hail which wrecked some of our beautiful flowers – the Rosie
rose and her family really suffered and then we had such blazing
hot sun some of us got really burnt! Thank fully Tom and Sarah
have been so thoughtful as they had already topped our beds with
lovely Daltons Mulching Bark to keep the soil damp
and our feet cool and they give us a drink early in the
morning before school and in the evening at dinner
time. We get so very thirsty when its hot and when
its windy so water is very important just as it is for
you. So remember to drink heaps of water and keep
a t-shirt on and wear a hat or you will get sun-burnt
and it is very painful and can make you very sick.
We have had a bit of a nasty surprise - Annie Aphid’s
family appear in our garden and what pests they
are!! Oh my goodness they were attacking our
roses and our vegetable plants and our lovely
cherries. Those naughty aphids love the new
leaves of the plants and they just suck all the life
out of them so we have to stop them! They look
a bit gross but we need to save the plants so you
have to act fast.

Recipe
STRAWBERRY

Well have fun in your holidays and remember
to cover yourself up and drink lots of water
up….. and don’t eat too many candy canes and
chocolate Santas!!

MAZE
Can you find your way
through this tree maze?

Step 2. Cut out the hand template. I like to do all my tracing at
the same time, then cut everything at once.

START

Step 3. Onto a 12 inch green card, trace your circle for your
wreath.

2.
1.

Ingredients
• 1 dozen strawberries
• 1 cup whipped cream
• A handful of chocolate sprinkles

Step 5. Cut out your circles. Simple enough!
Step 6. Using your hand template, trace and cut out about
20-25 hands out of the remaining green card stock. I used 21
hands in my pictured finished wreath. I used textured card
stock so when tracing them, I turned the template over a on
half of them so the fingers and thumb weren’t all facing in the
same direction.

2) Tomato Leaf Tea: 2 x cups of tomato leaves and soak in 2 cups
of water. As above, leave to soak at room temperature overnight,
then strain.

SANTAS

Step 1. Trace your child’s hand onto the cereal box cardboard
to make a template. (This is the hardest part about the hole
thing…trying to get your child not to move!)

Step 4. Place your bowl in the centre of your new wreath and
trace. The thickness of your wreath really is determined by how
big or small your child’s hand is. If you are doing baby hands,
you might want to go with a slightly thinner wreath.

The special ingredient here is the
sulphur that is released by the garlic oil. Strain the tea through a
sieve so just the smelly water remains and mix in a teaspoon of
dish washing liquid. Put it in a spray bottle and you are ready for
action.

When it is fine, spray the underside of the leaves
and stem in small squirts. Rub the leaf gently
with your fingers and the aphids will slide off
easily. Yes, it really does work! It’s good not
to spray in the bright sunlight as it could
burn the leaves under the full heat of the
sun’s rays. That will deal with them!!

Here are a couple of ways that you can mix up a
brew to get rid of them that are harmful to the aphids but not to
you:

Small round circle punch
Scissors
Adhesive
Large round plate
Small round bowl
Ribbon

1) Garlic Tea: Cut up 3 x large cloves
of garlic and soak them in 3 cups
of water in an air-tight container
overnight. It’s really strong so be sure
to use an old container as it will smell
for weeks.

Instructions
1. Using a knife, slice the leafy end off each strawberry so
3.

4.

2.

Step 7. I stuck them on with a little liquid glue, having each of
them face out or in.
Step 8. I finished it off with a few red “berries” that I punched
out of red card stock using a circle punch and glued on.

3.

Step 9. Tie a ribbon around it for a hanger.
Step 10. Write the child’s name, age and date it was done! It’s
always fun to look back on these types of cherished items and
see how old your child was.

4.
5.

6.

they stand up evenly. Then slice the tip off to make a
little hat.
Using a spoon or a large icing tip, place a large dollop
(about 1-2 tsp) of whipped cream on top of the
strawberry base. Plop the little hat on top. Add another
small dollop of whipped cream to the tip of the hat to
make a mock pom-pom.
Place two chocolate sprinkles in the Santas “face”
for the eyes. Using a toothpick, place two very small
splotches of whipped cream down the front of the
strawberry for buttons.
You’re done! It’s that easy. If you don’t eat them right
away, store them in the fridge to keep them cold. Santa
doesn’t do well with heat!

FINISH

MAZE

Colour me IN!

Can you find your
way through?

START

1= Yellow
2= Orange
3= Blue
4= Green
5= Brown
6= Red
7= Purple
8= White
9= Light Blue
10= Dark Green

COLOUR BY
NUMBERS

a.
b.

c.
Answers: a=16, b=8, c=12

ONLY FILL THIS SECTION IN IF YOU ARE NOT ALREADY A MEMBER AND WOULD LIKE TO JOIN.

Name ..................................................................................................................................................................... DOB
FILL THIS SECTION IN
AND POST TO:

DALTONS KIDS CLUB
PO BOX 397
MATAMATA 3440

Address................................................................................................................................................................. M

F

/

/

DAY MONTH YEAR
(CIRCLE ONE)

Email .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

