
Spring really is such an exciting time 
because all sorts of things are 

starting to grow in the garden and 
outside the garden! Have you seen 

the baby lambs and calves? So cute!

Some blossoms are out on the cherry 
and plum trees and they are just like 
a picture book – so beautiful. You will 
also notice flowers are starting to pop 
their heads out of the ground and will 
soon be bursting into those beautiful 
spring flowers, which when we see the 
bright gorgeous flowers, it helps us all feel 
brighter and yay winter really IS over!

Thank you to those of you who sent in amazing fairytale 
gardens – we love each and every one of them. They 
were so good we wanted to give everyone a prize but 
we did have to choose winners so here they are...

Overall winner Lara Skinner
1st  5 yrs Paige Hill
1st  6 yrs Chloe Hill
1st  7 yrs Lily Bennett
1st  8 yrs Hunter McMillan-Wells
1st  9 yrs Tom Schroder
1st  10 yrs Olivia Telford
1st  11 yrs Thomas Gardner
1st  12 yrs Olivia Bryant
1st  13 yrs Lara Skinner 
1st  14 yrs Eloise Trenberth

Have fun with your newsletter  
and remember Spring is such a  
great growing time – if you are  
growing something we would  
love to see so send us a picture to  
PO Box 397 Matamata 3440 or  
email to kylie.darroch@daltons.co.nz
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Welcome to spring
Well I hope it’s coming very soon! It has been so cold and wet 
I hope you have been able to keep warm and dry and WELL!

winter Competition

Paige Hill – 5yrs

Olivia Telford – 10yrs

Thomas Gardner – 11yrs

Lily Bennett – 7yrs

Chloe Hill – 6yrs

Lara Skinner – 13yrs

Tom Schroder – 9yrs

Hunter McMillan-Wells – 8yrs

Olivia Bryant – 12yrs
Eloise Trenberth – 14yrs

Overall 
winner



You will need: An empty soft drink bottle,  
a carrot top with about 2cms carrot,  
Daltons Potting Mix, scissors or sharp knife.
Instructions:
1.  Find an empty soft drink bottle and wash its inside.
2.  Cut it in half – you may need an adult to help you. Then cut 

some slits at the bottom of the top half so that it will fit over 
the bottom half.

3.  Put some Daltons Potting Mix in the bottom half of your 
bottle – up to ¾ full.

4.  Then plant your carrot top just so the green top is sticking up.
5.  Water carefully.
6.  Put the top half on your bottle  

and you have just made your own  
mini hothouse.

7.  Watch and wait for your carrot to  
grow – then you can wash it and  
eat it – well done!

Carrots in a bottle

ingredients
•  1 cup self-raising flour

•  3 eggs 

•  2 cups of mixed vegetables, 

    finely chopped or grated

•  1/4 - 1/2 cup grated cheese

•  Drop of milk

•  Olive oil

•  Sour cream, to serve

instructions
1. Mix flour, eggs, veggies and cheese together in a large bowl. Add 

seasoning, then add enough milk to the mixture until it is slightly runny.

2. Heat a frying pan with a small amount of olive oil and drop a 

tablespoon of the mixture into the pan, patting into a neat circle.

3. Cook on a medium heat until golden on each side.

4. Serve with sour cream.

Did you know you can 
grow strawberries 
straight into bags of 
Daltons Strawberry Mix? 
We have been doing 
this and it’s so easy!

Simply cut a X where 
you want to plant your 
strawberry plant then make 
a hole and carefully plant 
your plant making sure the mix is pressed firmly around your 
plant. You can plant 3 in a bag. Carefully water and that’s it.

NOTE: make sure you water your strawberries every day – 
when it’s NOT raining!

You can plant your strawberries in pots or the garden as well. 
Just make sure they have got all the food they need – like 
Daltons Strawberry Mix and they get watered very regularly.

Watch out for the pesty birds – if you  
have made your strawberry stones  
your plants should be good.

Strawberriesgrowing

veggie pikelets

ingredients
• 375g white marshmallows

• 4 cups Fruit Loops

• 2 cups mini marshmallows

• 2 tbsp of 100’s and 1000’s

instructions
1. Place the white marshmallows into a bowl and heat in the  

microwave until just melted.

2. Quickly combine the Fruit Loops and the melted marshmallows, and 

stir through the mini marshmallows and 1/2 of the 100’s and 1000’s.

3. Using a lightly oiled spoon, spoon the mixture into little clusters and 

place onto a baking sheet lined with greaseproof paper which has 

been lightly oiled.

4. Use remaining 100’s and 1000’s to sprinkle over the clusters and 

refrigerate until firm. Store in an airtight container for up to 7 days.

Clusters
watercress

egg heads

stone Strawberries

You will need: Stones; red, yellow and  
green acrylic paints; paint brushes; toothpick.
Instructions:
1.  Look around the garden for stones  

that are about the same size and shape  
as a strawberry.

2.  Wash any dirt off and leave to dry.
3.  Paint the stones all over with the bright  

red paint, using a thick paintbrush  
and leave to dry.

4.  Paint green leaves on the top with a  
medium-sized paintbrush and leave to dry again.

5.  Finally paint tiny yellow spots all over to look like  
strawberry seeds with a thin paintbrush or toothpick.

6.  Once the stones are dry, place them around your  
strawberry plants where the birds will be able to see them.

These painted stone strawberries will fool pesky birds from 
stealing the real strawberries from your garden.

Tip  To allow enough time to train the birds, place the strawberry 
stones in the garden just before the strawberries are starting to 
flower and there are no berries at all on the plants.

You will need: 1x rinsed out empty  
eggshell (with just the top of his noggin  
gently cut off), 2x googly craft eyes,  
cotton wool or Daltons Seed Mix,  
watercress seeds, felt pens or crayons,  
an egg cup to stand your egghead in.
Instructions:
1.  Give your eggheads some personality by drawing on their faces  

or using some googly craft eyes.
2.  Put cotton wool inside the empty eggshell. Dampen it with some 

water. You can use Daltons Seed Mix and get great results.
3.  Sprinkle a generous amount of watercress seeds onto the cotton 

wool or seed mix.
4.  Place your egghead on a sunny windowsill and give him some 

water each day – then sit back and watch the sprouts come to life. 
After about a week he should have a full head of cressy hair – and 
when the cress is ready, add it to your egg sandwiches! Who knew 
growing green hair could be so exciting!  



Wow what sort of weather are we having? 
It has been raining so much that most of 

us in the garden are water-logged. Even Tom and Sarah 
have hardly been out in the garden because of so much 
rain and wind! But it must get better soon!

Have you noticed how many worms there  
are around? Wally worm and his friends must  
have got so water logged as well so had to  
come up to the surface – they are very big and fat so  
they are very healthy and very good friends to have in our garden. 
But we have also seen the millions of ants scrambling around. The 
huge ant army have been scuttling around searching for somewhere 
dry that has a few crumbs for them. Tom and Sarah have been 
getting very annoyed as they have been coming inside their house 
getting into everything. Did you know you can easily make your 
own ant-killer? You can mix 1 part lemon juice and 2 parts water or 
you could try 1 part dish-wash liquid and 2 parts water – put in a 
spray bottle and spray away. 

The garden bed is the foundation for anything you plant. Now that 
it is Spring the soil will be warming up and the days will be getting 
longer so it will be the perfect time for planting. As soon as the rain 
stops, Tom and Sarah will be out putting Daltons Compost and 
Garden Mix in our beds plus I see they have some bags of Daltons 
7in1 Pellets. I can’t wait until we get some of those as they really 
make us grow big and strong. Those pesky rabbits have still been 
digging holes everywhere, so now we are calling Jack the hunter to 

come back and help us so we don’t get dug 
up out of our garden!

Now all the new Spring growth is 
happening – Jack will have to be 
quick so the new leaves, fresh new 
flower buds, etc don’t get eaten 
off! The spring flowers have all 
been having a competition to see 
who can burst into flower first. So 
it has been a tight race between 
the daffodils, the tulips and the irises. They were all very close but 
I think the tulips came in first but just very slightly and anyway 
they win the prize for beauty, the daffodils are en masse and are so 
stunning and the irises are just magnificent so we just love having 
them all around us. The first cherries have been flowering too and 
they are just gorgeous so you see Spring is really happening. I hope 
you are getting ready to put some yummy mix or 7in1 pellets in 
your garden. If it is too wet outside – you could plants some seeds 
in the same way as the carrots in the bottle but you would need 
Daltons Seed Mix to start them off. Then when the 
weather does come right you can plant them out in 
the garden. Or if your parents allow it you could 
plant seeds into a container and put them in 
the hot-water cupboard but don’t forget to 
give them a little drink every 2nd or 3rd day. 

Well, have fun, don’t forget to send in pictures 
of your garden and show us what you are 
growing and I will see you again in the Summer – 
which is only 3 months away!! 

Your Friend, Dashing Daisy

Hello my Spring blossoms

How many of each do you spy?

ST
A
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T
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ISH

Help Buzzy reach his friends. Maze

flowerspatty pan
Instructions:
1.  Arrange your patty pans so that they sit inside one another, getting 

smaller towards the centre. Secure in place with glue. Allow to dry. 
2.  Cut a small circle from a metallic patty pan and glue to the centre  

of your flower. Allow to dry. 
3.  Attach a button to the centre of your flower with glue. Allow to dry.
4.  To create a stem, cut a long strip of green crepe paper, wrap the  

strip around the skewer covering it completely. Attach with glue. 
5.  Attach the stem to the back of your flower with tape. 
6.  Get creative and make a whole bouquet of flowers.  

You might like to fill a glass jar with sand to hold your bouquet.

You will need: Patty pans (assorted colours, 
metallic), glue, buttons, green crepe paper, 
skewers, scissors, tape. 



Name ..................................................................................................................................................................... DOB / /

Address ................................................................................................................................................................. M    F   (CIRCLE ONE)

Email .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ONLY FILL THIS SECTION IN IF YOU ARE NOT ALREADY A MEMBER AND WOULD LIKE TO JOIN.

DAY   MONTH   YEAR

WANT TO  
JOIN?

FILL THIS SECTION IN  
AND POST TO:

DALTONS KIDS CLUB  
PO BOX 397  
MATAMATA 3440

What did the big flower  
say to the little one? 

You’re really growing, bud!

What kind of garden  
does a baker have? 
A “flour” garden

How excited was the 
gardener about spring?  

So excited he wet his plants


